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Confronting the climate change crisis 
e face the greatest challenge 

ever in the effort to con-

front global climate change. 

For Pax Christi USA, the effects of 

global warming go to the very heart 

of our commitment to nonviolence, 

justice and the pursuit of peace. In 

the near future, those most seriously 

affected by climate change include 

the most vulnerable communities 

on the planet—coastal populations 

that will be wiped out by increas-

ingly harsh weather and rising ocean 

levels, and poor communities which 

will experience increased food short-

ages as fertile land is transformed and 

growing seasons are shortened. We 

will see an increase in violence, wars 

over resources, and civil strife arising 

from weather-related tragedies like 

Hurricane Katrina. Indeed, our sense 

of community must expand to meet 

the dire needs of a planet in crisis.  

Fortunately the tide of public opin-

ion is turning, and with it the oppor-

tunity for greater responsiveness from 

political leaders here and around the 

world. This fall, the House and Senate 

will hold debates on the climate 

change crisis. We see this as an open-

ing that must lead to concrete action. 

This newsletter is devoted to the cli-

mate change crisis. Included is a press 

release issued by the United Nations’ 

Department of Public Information. It 

is an excellent backgrounder on the 

current status of the crisis as well 

as potential directions for action. 

Also included in this mailing is a Pax 

Christi USA-initiated sign-on statement 

which will be published in Sojourners 
magazine and sent to all members of 

Congress. I also ask you to prayerfully 

consider endorsing and circulating 

widely a call for fasting on September 

4th, "So Others Might Eat: The Climate 

Emergency Fast," as well as resources 

for education around climate change.  

As always, I want to thank you for 

your ongoing financial support for Pax 

Christi USA. We rely on your generosity 

in order to do the important work of 

educating, organizing and resourcing 

that supports and builds our movement 

for personal and social transforma-

tion. Please consider sending an extra 

gift, beyond your regular membership 

dues, to support this work. You can 

do so by sending a check for the "35th 

Anniversary Fund for Peace" in the 

return envelope or at our secure web-

site, www.paxchristiusa.org. I ask you 

to also consider joining our Sustainers 

Circle for Peace with Justice by signing 

up for a secure, recurring donation, 

charged automatically to your credit 

card. You can stop these gifts when-

ever you like, but in the meantime, 

your monthly gift of at least $10 will 

provide an invaluable financial founda-

tion for our work year round.

As Dr. Michael Oppenheimer states 

inside, we do have the capacity to 

deal with the climate change crisis.  

As people of faith and followers of the 

nonviolent Jesus, we are called to be 

in right relationship with the planet in 

which God has embedded us all. Let 

us all take up this crucial challenge 

and be catalysts for our communities 

so that we can ensure a healthy and 

viable planet for our children and all 

God’s people for generations to come.

In peace,

Dave Robinson

Executive Director, Pax Christi USA
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PEACEMAKING:

    Day by Day

“If our cause is a mighty 
one, and surely peace 
on earth in these days 
is the great issue of 
the day, and if we are 
opposing the powers of 
darkness, of nothing-
ness, of destruction, 
and working on the side 
of light and life, then 
surely we must use our 
greatest weapons - the 
life forces that are in 
each one of us. To stand 
on the side of life, we 
must give up our own 
lives.”

– Dorothy Day

* This quote and hundreds 
more are available in Pax 
Christi USA’s “Peacemaking 
Day by Day.” Visit our Web 
site, www.paxchristiusa.org, 
to order your copy today, or 
contact our sales department 
for more information at 814-
453-4955, ext. 231 or sales@
paxchristiusa.org. 

Adapting to climate change
What’s needed in poor countries, and who should pay
Excerpts from Oxfam’s Briefing Paper, issued May 29, 2007

If the rainy season starts late, crops fail and people suffer. Children eat leaves. In that situation, only God can 
help us.  - Kasko Ajikara, farmer and father, Gadabedji village, Niger

We basically have three choices – mitigation, adaptation, and suffering. We’re going to do some of each. The 
question is what the mix is going to be. The more mitigation we do, the less adaptation will be required, and 
the less suffering there will be.  - John Holdren, President of the American Association for the Advancement of 

Science

There is a deep injustice in the impacts of climate change. Rich countries have caused the problem with many 

decades of greenhouse-gas emissions (and in the process have grown richer). But poor countries will be the worst 

affected, facing greater droughts, floods, hunger, and disease. 

The impacts are already hitting vulnerable communities, where people are starting to adapt their lives to this 

reality. In South Africa, less frequent and less reliable rains are forcing farmers to sell their cattle and plant 

faster-maturing crops. In Bangladesh, villagers are creating floating vegetable gardens to protect their livelihoods 

from flooding. In Viet Nam, communities are helping to plant dense mangroves along the coast to diffuse tropical-

storm waves. 

Climate change is a challenge to current models of economic growth: all countries will have to find low-carbon 

paths to development, in order to keep global temperatures to less than 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 

levels. But given their historic role in causing the problem, rich countries now have two extraordinarily clear obli-

gations: to stop harming, by massively cutting their greenhouse-gas emissions; and to start helping, by providing 

compensatory finance so that poor countries can adapt, before they suffer the full impacts of climate change.

Climate change could spark war
From UK News, May 31, 2007

Climate change could spark war as well as a wave of natural disasters across the world, researchers have warned.

A study has shown when rainfall drops dramatically, tempers rise - and the risk of a low-level conflict escalating 

to full-blown combat doubles the following year.

It means the planet could be brought to the edge of anarchy as more countries develop a nuclear threat to pro-

tect dwindling food, water and energy supplies.

The International Crisis Group (ICG) in Brussels which meets each month to discuss the world’s potential trouble 

spots is now considering using climate change as another variable in its analyses.

A number of of retired U.S. admirals and generals have already said global warming would act as a “threat mul-

tiplier” with events such as droughts toppling unstable governments and unleashing conflict.

And the crisis in Darfur, Sudan, has been described as the first “climate change war” due to the decades of 

droughts that preceded the conflict.

Drought can cause food shortages, generating anger against governments, for example. “Semi-retired” armed 

groups may return to conflict in these situations.

Parts of Nepal that witnessed fighting during the 2002 Maoist insurgency, for example, had suffered worse 

droughts in preceding years than regions that were conflict-free.

For each of the 70 or so locations on the ICG’s watch list, rainfall measurements and forecasts are used to cal-

culate the impact the weather is having on conflict risk. 

“We’re starting to see a real focus on this,” said environmental lawyer Dan Esty of Yale University. “Suddenly 

people are making the link.”
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Time is running out! Register today!

The National Catholic Conference on Peacemaking

The Pursuit of Peace in a Culture of Violence

* Seattle, WA - Seattle University *

* August 10-12, 2007 *

Speakers, special guests, Pax Christi USA's 35th anniversary celebration, music, prayer, and more!

Go to www.paxchristiusa.org or call 814-453-4955 ext. 223

PAX CHRISTI USA HOLDING NATIONAL GRASSROOTS 
DISCERNMENT ON PEOPLES PEACE INITIATIVE 
During the day on Friday, August 10, from 8:30am to 
3:30pm, Pax Christi USA will be hosting an historic 
preconference gathering for a “national grassroots 
discernment” process to help articulate the chal-
lenges of Catholic peacemaking for the 21st century. 
Over 20 national Catholic organizations initiated this 
effort, The Peoples’ Peace Initiative, in 2003, and
small groups throughout the nation have been en-
gaged in a refl ection and discussion process aimed at 
contributing to the writing of a “Catholic grassroots 
peace letter.” Pax Christi regions and local groups 
are encouraged to send a representative to this 
gathering to help discern Pax Christi USA’s organiza-
tional contribution to The Peoples’ Peace Initiative. 
It is important that all of the voices, stories, insights 
and experiences from every level of the Catholic 
peace and justice movement--regions, local groups, 
campus groups, high school chapters, parishes, 
religious communities and individual members--are 
raised up. This day promises to be a unique and 
exciting collaboration. Housing is available Thursday 
night at Seattle University for all participants, and 
meals will be available Friday. For registration infor-
mation, go to www.paxchristiusa.org or call 814-453-
4955, ext. 223.

LOCAL GROUP RALLIES FOR IMMIGRANT RIGHTS
Pax Christi Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley (TX) was a 
part of a coalition of immigrant rights groups holding 
a June 24th protest and vigil at the Willacy County 
Detention Center in Raymondville where thousands 
of undocumented immigrants have been unethically 
incarcerated. 

“We’re trying to open the eyes and ears of the 
community,” said Elizabeth Garcia, a member of the 
Pax Christi organization in Brownsville. 

PITTSBURGH AREA PAX CHRISTI HONORS FONKOZE
Anne Hastings and Spiritan Father Joseph Philippe 
were honored at a reception at Epiphany Church 
hall in Pittsburgh’s Uptown neighborhood, hosted 
by a coalition of groups including Pittsburgh Area 
Pax Christi. Hastings serves as director of Fonkoze 
and Philippe is Fonkoze's founder. Fonkoze, a Creole 
word which translated means "shoulder-to-shoulder," 
provides small loans to stimulate the economic life 
of the poor in Haiti.

PC NM MEMBERS PRODUCE DVD ON HIROSHIMA
Hiroshima: Repentance and Renewal provides an 
overview of the scourge of nuclear weapons and 
resistance to them from the 1940s until today. Com-
bining archival materials, quotes, and interviews 
with and footage of peace activists (such as Nobel 
Peace Prize Winner Mairead Corrigan Maguire, Fr. 
John Dear, Kathy Kelly, and PCUSA’s Executive Direc-
tor Dave Robinson), this short DVD uses the annual 
Hiroshima Day events at Los Alamos laboratory in 
New Mexico to provide information about nuclear 
weapons and action suggestions. The DVD includes 
information on how Catholic social teaching is re-
lated to nuclear weapons and at 38 minutes, it is a 
great length for a film/discussion night in parishes 
and small groups. The DVD was written, directed, 
and produced by Stuart Overbey and Bud Ryan, in 
association with Pax Christi New Mexico. It is avail-
able from Pax Christi USA, www.paxchristiusa.org for 
$10.00 + s/h.

PC MEMBERS FROM PHOENIX PROTEST EXECUTION
A group of 17 people from Pax Christi Phoenix 
formed a circle and prayed the Hail Mary at the 
execution of Robert Comer in Arizona. “You don’t 
teach not killing by killing,” Ruth Zemek said. Comer 
was executed May 22.

Updates from
Pax Christi USA News, reports and upcoming events

Great resources 
from Pax Christi USA

Global Restoration

Resources for Prayer, Study, and Action

Prayer for Global Restoration
Prayer Card
By Michelle Balek, OSF
A prayer of reverence for all creation, an 
invocation asking that we may know we 
are irrevocably part of the web of life, 

asking for forgiveness for our ignorance, asking for our 
radical transformation into God’s kin-dom. 
Item No. 540-291  
$0.50 each; $10/100; $80/1,000 (plus s/h)

Our Prayers Rise Like Incense
Edited by Cindy Pile

This book offers a variety of liturgies to 
use when people of faith need to speak 
out for justice and peace. They include 

readings, song suggestions, rituals, 
and more. 27 liturgies for anniversaries of sacred dates 

(including Earth Day and the feast of St. Francis) and 25 
liturgies addressing critical issues. 

                         Item No. 542-413 $18.00 + s/h 

Name:

Address:

City:

State:                              Zip:

Telephone: 

E-Mail: 

 Download our full-line catalog at 
www.paxchristiusa.org/fullcatalog06.pdf

Allow approximately 2 weeks for order processing and 

shipping. Rush shipping is available with additional 

charge ($7). Contact our sales department for more info.

SHIPPING/HANDLING — $9.99 and less: add $3.00 
• $10-$29.99: add $4.50 
• $30 and more: add 16% (inquire on orders over $200)
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS — Will be calculated based on 
weight, destination, and applicable handling fees.
BULK ORDERS — 10 or more, deduct 10%; 25 or more, 
deduct 20%; 100 or more, deduct 40% (DOES NOT apply 
to certain products – contact sales dept for details)
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS — Bookstores, Pax Christi USA 
Parish Sponsors, Corporate Sponsors and Local 
Groups: A maximum 40% volume discount is available 
on select items. Please contact our sales department 
for details. Consignment orders available – contact our 
sales department for details. 

Qty.  Item No.  Description Unit $ Total $Order Form 

Pax Christi USA
532 West 8th St.
Erie, PA 16502
814/453-4955 Ext. 231
Fax: 814/452-4784
sales@paxchristiusa.org 
www.paxchristiusa  .org

 Subtotal
                                               

 Shipping/Handling

  
 

PA residents only  
 6% sales tax

 TOTAL

PAYMENT:
     Bill Me         Check        Visa         MasterCard

Name: 
Card #:
Exp. Date:
Signature:

Consumerism Issue 
Packet: Through the Eye 
of a Needle
This packet is a fi ve-week 
process focused on affl u-
enza, overconsumption, 
sweatshops, the environ-

ment, and simple living which invites 
participants to examine their role 
as consumers. The effects of con-
sumerism on all creation are viewed 
through the lens of Christian faith as 
grounded in Scripture and Catholic 
Social Teaching. Suitable for use by 
small groups as well as individuals. 
Item No. 525-449           $8.00 + s/h 

Toward a Globalization 
of Solidarity: 
A PCUSA Prayer, Study, 
and Action Packet on 
Globalization
Globalization has 
drastic impacts on the 

environment. This comprehensive 
packet offers numerous resources for 
individuals, small groups, and classes 
to refl ect on globalization in the light 
of faith and to help move our world 
toward what Pope John Paul II called 
“a globalization of solidarity, a glo-
balization without marginalization.” 
Item No. 525-450 $8.00 + s/h

The Way of Peace: 
Exploring Nonviolence 
for the 21st Century
Revised and expanded 
by Shannon McManimon
An updated and 
expanded classic! 

This manual is an introductory 
guide to the spirit and practice of 
nonviolence in recent decades, 
including examples of environmental 
justice. Includes stories, prayers, 
refl ection questions, actions ideas, 
and exercises. Perfect for classroom 
or parish study groups!
Item No. 533-054 $15.00 + s/h

Prayer

Study and Action



1) Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Do your part to reduce waste by choosing reusable products instead of disposables. Buying products with 

minimal packaging (including the economy size when that makes sense for you) will help to reduce waste. 

And whenever you can, recycle: paper, plastic, newspaper, glass and aluminum cans. If there isn’t a recy-

cling program at your work, school, or in your community, ask about starting one.

2) Insulate Your Home
Add extra insulation to your walls and attic, and install weather stripping or caulk around doors and win-

dows. This step alone can reduce your home heating costs by more than 25 percent, by reducing the amount 

of energy you need to heat and cool your home. 

3) Be Thrifty with Heating and Cooling
Turn down the heat while you’re sleeping at night or away during the day, and aim for moderation with 

heating and cooling at all times. Try pulling on a sweater before rushing to the thermostat.

4) Leave the Car at Home Whenever You Can
Less driving means fewer emissions. And besides saving gasoline, walking and biking are great forms of exer-

cise. Explore your community’s mass transit system, and check out options for carpooling to work or school.

5) Buy Energy-Effi cient Products
When it’s time to buy a new car, choose one that gives you the best gas mileage. Home appliances now 

come in a range of energy-effi cient models, and compact fl orescent bulbs are now designed to provide more 

natural-looking light while using far less energy than standard light bulbs.

6) Turn Down Your Appliances
Set your water heater at 120 degrees to save energy, and wrap it in an insulating blanket if it is more than 5 

years old. Buy low-fl ow showerheads to save water. Wash your clothes in warm or cold water to reduce your 

use of hot water and the energy required to produce it. Use the energy-saving settings on your dishwasher 

and let the dishes air-dry.

7) Don’t Leave the Water Running
Remember to turn off the water when you’re not using it. For example, while brushing your teeth, sham-

pooing the dog, or soaping up your car, turn off the water until you actually need it for rinsing. You’ll re-

duce your water bill and help to conserve a vital natural resource.

8) Get a Report Card from Your Utility Company
Many utility companies provide home energy audits to help consumers identify areas in their homes that 

may not be energy effi cient. In addition, many utility companies offer rebate programs to help pay for the 

cost of energy-effi cient upgrades.

9) Be an Informed Consumer
Learn more about environmental issues so that you can make wise choices for yourself and your family.

10) Encourage Others to Conserve
Share information about recycling and energy conservation with your friends, neighbors and co-workers, 

and take opportunities to encourage public offi cials to establish programs and policies that are good for the 

environment. 

These 10 steps will take you a long way toward reducing your energy use and your monthly budget. And less 

energy use means less dependence on the fossil fuels that contribute to global warming.

* From An Inconvenient Truth - 10 Things You Can Do

Take Action! 10 things you can do to save the climate Take Action!Fast this September to stop global warming

On September 4th, give up food for a day,
and send a powerful message on global warming.

Dear friends at Pax Christi USA,

As global warming rapidly intensifi es, the prospect of much more extensive hunger worldwide becomes 

increasingly likely, especially in poor countries, due to drought, Katrina-like storms, glacial melting and sea 

level rise. These impacts will lead to crop failures 

and economic and social disruption on a massive 

scale.

To draw attention to this threat and its moral impli-

cations, we are calling on thousands of Americans to 

voluntarily give up food for one day on September 

4th, 2007. Other participants will fast even longer 

beginning on that date, some for weeks. Our ap-

peal to you is to consider joining us in this climate 

initiative called, “So Others Might Eat: The Climate 

Emergency Fast.” Give up food for one day now to 
draw attention to the fact that others may have no 
food tomorrow unless we halt global warming. 

September 4th is the day Congress returns from its 

summer recess. What better way to mark that day 

than with a small personal sacrifi ce meant to send an 

urgent message: it’s time for our national leaders to 

take action to solve the climate threat!

Fasting is a simple yet profound way of combin-

ing the spiritual and the political. Mahatma Gandhi 

called it “the sincerest form of prayer.” It commu-

nicates seriousness and urgency without violence, 

thereby focusing peoples’ attention on the issues of 

the fast.

The overwhelming urgency of the climate situation is motivating this call. We don’t think the climate move-

ment can accept that there will be little of substance coming out of this Congress while President Bush is 

in offi ce. We can’t, in essence, let Congress off the hook for another two years. We must do as much as we 

can, we must push ourselves to do more than we’re used to doing, to step it up now. 

What will we be calling for? Three things: no new coal or coal-to-liquid plants; freeze greenhouse gas emis-

sions and move quickly to reduce them; and a down payment of $25 billion for energy conservation, effi -

ciency and renewable energy.

Our hope is that this fast will generate the kind of media coverage and grassroots response suffi cient to 

pressure Congress to act quickly and decisively.

Won’t you join us? 

For future generations,

Ted Glick, Mike Tidwell, Josh Tulkin
U.S. Climate Emergency Council/Chesapeake Climate Action Network

So Others Might Eat
The Climate Emergency Fast

September 4, 2007



Climate Change Climate ChangePress release from the United Nations press conference on global climate change

“I think we face a severe problem, one that’s extremely 

threatening, but one that we have the capability to 

deal with,” Michael Oppenheimer, the lead author of 

the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) told correspondents 

recently at a United Nations press conference.  

Mr. Oppenheimer is the Albert G. Milbank Professor of 

Geosciences and International Affairs in the Woodrow 

Wilson School and the Department of Geosciences 

at Princeton University. He joined the Princeton fac-

ulty after more than two decades with Environmental 

Defense, a non-governmental organization, where he 

served as chief scientist and manager of the Global and 

Regional Atmosphere Program. Joining him was the Chair 

of the upcoming Conference, Richard Jordan, of the 

International Council for Caring Communities.

The Sixtieth Annual DPI/NGO Conference, entitled 

“Climate Change: How it impacts us all”, to be held 

from 5 to 7 September at Headquarters, would use as 

its basis the three-part report released this year by the 

Intergovernmental Panel –- a joint venture between the 

World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP), bringing together an 

international network of climate scientists.  

Mr. Oppenheimer explained that the Panel was estab-

lished under United Nations auspices following a General 

Assembly resolution in 1988. Its purpose was to inform 

Governments with the expectation that there would be 

global negotiations on some sort of an accord to limit cli-

mate change. Subsequently, there was the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto 

Protocol. “And now we’re moving on in anticipation of 

negotiations on a post-Kyoto phase for the period after 

2012,” he said.

According to the Panel’s latest report in May, some 

further warming was inevitable due to emissions in the 

atmosphere that had not yet manifested their full effect. 

“Yet, by and large, the future remains in our hands and 

we have the ability to turn this thing around –- to slow 

emissions and eventually reduce them in a way which will 

allow a stable climate to develop toward the end of the 

century,” he said. 

The Panel estimated that the cost of slowing emissions 

over the next few decades, of getting started, was the 

equivalent of a fraction of total global output, he said. 

That would hardly be noticed against the “background 

jiggling of the economic system”. The main problem –- 

his personal view –- in solving global warming, however, 

was neither economic nor technological, but it was politi-

cal, which was why the United Nations in the end was 

very important.

He said that the United Nations and non-governmental 

organizations had been very important in the transfor-

mation of the climate change issue, from an arcane, 

obscure, abstract, hard-to-understand issue that only a 

few people really cared about to the globally pervasive 

question that it was today.

Explaining the greenhouse effect, he said that certain 

gases existed naturally in the atmosphere; they were 

transparent, and the sunlight came through. The same 

gases, however, 

trapped heat that 

would otherwise 

escape into space. It 

was a kind of invis-

ible blanket –- that 

was the greenhouse 

effect. It was a 

good thing because, 

without it, the Earth 

would be about 

60º Fahrenheit, 32  

Celsius; it would 

be a frozen desert. 

Human beings would 

not have evolved as 

a species, and nei-

ther would any other 

species. The green-

house problem arose because human beings were causing 

a build-up in the levels of those gases. Carbon dioxide 

-- the primary human-made greenhouse gas -- now had 

levels at about 30 percent above what they were in pre-

industrial times. 

That meant that the Earth would inevitably warm; the 

Earth was already warming –- about three quarters of 

a degree Celsius, and more than a degree Fahrenheit 

warmer than it was 140 years ago, he said, adding, “it 

is just going to warm further until we restrain the emis-

sions of those gases”. In fact, carbon dioxide levels were 

now higher than they had been in 20 million years, and if 

the emissions of gases were not limited, they would soon 

be higher than they were 50 million years ago. Fifty mil-

lion years ago, the planet was totally different than it is 

today. It was semi-tropical to tropical, and there were no 

ice sheets. If that happened today, sea levels would be 

hundreds of feet higher and there would be no civiliza-

tion along the coasts. “So, these are the stakes we face,” 

he warned.

The Panel, in the report it issued in February, pointed 

out in very strong language that it was “unequivo-

cal” that the Earth had warmed, that the warming was 

very likely attributable to the build-up of greenhouse 

gases, that sea levels had risen in response as glaciers 

melted and as ocean water expanded, that all those 

changes were accelerating, and that there had been a 

broad change in the climate aside from the tempera-

ture change. The very circulation of the atmosphere 

-– the global winds -- had changed, hurricanes appeared 

to have gotten 

more intense, 

there was a 

drying in many 

areas of the 

world, and in 

others, there 

was excess 

precipitation 

and very heavy 

rainstorms, pos-

sibly generat-

ing additional 

flooding. The 

human effect of 

the build-up of 

the greenhouse 

gases was impli-

cated in most of 

those changes, the Panel found.

The second report, which came out in April, indi-

cated that all those climate changes were already hav-

ing significant effects on human society and natural 

ecosystems. For instance, there were changes in water 

availability, owing to more droughts in certain parts of 

the world. There was difficulty coping with sea-level 

rise along the coast and, perhaps most importantly, as 

projections were made on where those changes were 

going, the world would be somewhere between 1° and 

6º Celsius warmer than today if nothing was done to 

restrain emissions; sea-level rise would be up to two 

feet higher; the loss in biodiversity would be about 30 

percent if warming was only a few degrees, and up 

to 70 percent if warming got in the range of 3° or 4° 

Celsius in the current century.  

Most importantly, he said, the largest effects were 

expected to happen in those parts of the world that had 

the least capability to deal with them. There were vul-

nerable populations in all parts of the world –- everyone 

saw that during Hurricane Katrina –- even in rich coun-

tries. There, the world saw a profound inability to antic-

ipate, defend and clean up afterwards, and still people 

were suffering. That kind of vulnerability was only mag-

nified in many countries a lot poorer than the United 

States. One of the most marked projected effects of 

climate change was a drying at mid to low latitudes in 

tropics and subtropics, such as sub-Saharan Africa, parts 

of Mexico and South Africa. There, questions would arise 

about whether people would have enough to feed them-

selves or whether malnutrition and starvation would 

become endemic instead of sporadic.

Asked why there was a sudden interest in global 

warming and climate change, he said that, here in the 

United States, it probably started with the strong hur-

ricane systems of a few years ago. Hurricane Katrina 

had a very strong psychological effect on people’s views. 

It had revealed the ineptitude of Government at all 

levels. People had thought they did not have to worry 

about climate, that insurance and their Government 

would take care of it. Hurricane Katrina revealed that 

there was a big gap between capacity to adapt and the 

actual political ability to adapt. Even knowing that New 

Orleans could be hit by such a big hurricane, and that 

it had been hit by a pretty big hurricane 40 years ago, 

there was still inadequate preparation and inadequate 

response. The limited ability to respond was so visible 

and so apparent.  

Hurricane Katrina “is a big metaphor for what is going 

to happen in the future,” he said. People who did not 

have cars could not drive out of town, for instance. A lot 

of lessons could be drawn from that. Katrina drew peo-

ple’s attention to that fact that “we’re not protected 

against or immune to the effects of the climate”. Even 

if the hurricane itself had nothing to do with climate 

change –- and it was not known how much it had to do 

with climate change -- those images daily on televi-

sion and in the newspapers had a very telling effect on 

people’s psyches.  

He said that the second factor that sparked interest in 

climate change was the energy price crisis. People start-

ed paying attention to energy security, oil availability, 

burning fossil fuels, being dependent on fossil fuels, the 

cost of energy -– that got the solution end of it in peo-

ple’s minds. The third factor was the “wonderful work” 

done by former United States Vice President Al Gore. All 

of that worked together to generate a “perfect storm of 

public interest”, he said.

Hurricane Katrina “is a big meta-
phor for what is going to happen in 
the future,” Oppenheimer said... A 
lot of lessons could be drawn from 
that. Katrina drew people’s atten-
tion to that fact that “we’re not 
protected against or immune to the 
effects of the climate”.


