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“Our moral, political and economic responsibilities do not stop at the 
moment of  birth. Those who defend the right to life of  the weakest 
among us must be equally visible in support of  the quality of  life for the 
powerless among us: the old and the young, the hungry and the homeless, 
the undocumented immigrant and the unemployed worker ... consistency 
means that we can’t have it both ways.”

- Cardinal Joseph Bernardin

It is a common misperception of  
politicians seeking office that the 
Catholic vote can be courted by 
addressing a narrow range of  issues. In 
reality, the great majority of  Catholics 
in the U.S., in agreement with the 
U.S. Catholic Bishops, understand 
and recognize that “the responsibility 
to make choices in political life rests 
with each individual in light of  a 
properly formed conscience,” and that 
“the Church is involved in the political 
process but is not partisan.” (“Faithful 
Citizenship,” U.S. Catholic Bishops, 
2007).

Members of  the media - and indeed 
a few of  our own religious leaders - do 
a great disservice to our church and 
nation when they attempt to use one 
or another issue as the benchmark for 
Catholic identity. 

“The Christian faith is an integral 
unity, and thus it is incoherent to 
isolate some particular element to the 
detriment of  the whole of  Catholic 
doctrine. A political commitment to a 
single isolated aspect of  the Church’s 
social doctrine does not exhaust one’s 
responsibility toward the common 
good” (“Doctrinal Note on Some Questions 

Regarding the Participation of  Catholics 
in Political Life,” Congregation for the 
Doctrine of  the Faith, November 24, 
2002 and approved by the Holy Father, 
Pope John Paul II). 

The Catholic Church teaches that all 
life is sacred. A candidate for office must 
understand that the Church stands 
against any policy or course of  action 
which diminishes life, dignity or the 
rights of  the human person: abortion, 
capital punishment, war, scandalous 
poverty, denial of  healthcare, 
mistreatment of  immigrants and 
racism, to name but a few. 

There are 60 million Catholics in 
the U.S. We take the responsibility 
of  voting seriously. Each of  us will 
evaluate candidates based on what 
our conscience – formed by reading 
the signs of  the times in light of  the 
example of  Jesus in the Scriptures 
and the teachings of  our Church 
throughout the ages – demands. We 
will examine the broad range of  
issues, remembering that “our cause is 
the defense of  human life and dignity 
and the protection of  the weak and  
vulnerable” (“Faithful Citizenship,” U.S. 
Catholic Bishops, 2007). 

It is a common mispercep-
tion of politicians seeking office
that the Catholic vote can be
courted by addressing a narrow
range of issues. In reality, the
great majority of Catholics in
the U.S., in agreement with the
U.S. Catholic Bishops, will vote
for candidates based “on the full
range of issues, as well as
on [the candidate’s] personal
integrity, philosophy, and
performance.” (U.S. Catholic
Bishops, “Faithful Citizenship,”
2004).

Members of the media -
and indeed a few of our own
religious leaders - do a great dis-
service to our church and nation
when they attempt to use one or
another issue as the benchmark
for Catholic identity. 

“The Christian faith is an
integral unity, and thus it is
incoherent to isolate some par-
ticular element to the detriment
of the whole of Catholic doc-

trine. A political commitment to
a single isolated aspect of the
Church’s social doctrine
does not exhaust one’s responsi-
bility towards the common
good” (“Doctrinal Note on
Some Questions Regarding the
Participation of Catholics in
Political Life,” Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith,
November 2002 and approved
by Pope John Paul II).

There are 60 million
Catholics in the U.S.  We take
the responsibility of voting seri-
ously. We will examine the
broad range of issues, measuring
“all candidates, policies, parties
and platforms by how they pro-
tect or undermine the life, dig-
nity, and rights of the human
person, whether they protect the
poor and vulnerable and
advance the common good”
(U.S. Catholic Bishops,
“Faithful Citizenship,” 2004).
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Catholics Called to Vote 
For the Common Good

The following is a non-partisan statement 
endorsed by more than 200 Catholic organizations 

and inspired by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
“Faithful Citizenship” statement.

• 30,000 of God’s children die every day
of hunger and preventable disease

• More than 13,000 civilians and 1,000 of
our troops have died in an iraq war

called a ‘moral failure’ by the Vatican

• Over 44 million Americans lack health
care, a 10% increase from four years ago

• Over 1,000 people are dying every day
in Sudan’s genocide

To Lend Your Support to This Statement,
Please Fill Out the Form Below and Return With Your Check or Credit Card Information:

Name
Address City State Zip
Phone Email
Credit Card Number (MC or VISA) Expiration Date
Signature

Please mail form to: Pax Christi USA • 532 West Eighth Street • Erie PA 16502
You can also contribute via our secure Web site, www.paxchristiusa.org

Pax Christi USA • 814-453-4955 • info@paxchristiusa.org • www.paxchristiusa.org
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Over 16,000 children die every 
day-1 every 5 seconds-due to 

hunger-related causes

Nearly 5,000 U.S. soldiers and 
between 85,000 and 700,000 
Iraqi civilians have died in an 

Iraq War called “a moral   
failure” by the Vatican

45.7 million U.S. citizens did 
not have health                     

 insurance last year

9.4 million U.S. workers are 
unemployed (August 2008)

•

•

•

•

For more information on Catholic efforts to hold up the “common good” during this election season, visit 
the Web site, www.votethecommongood.org. For downloadable copies of this statement, visit the Pax 
Christi USA Web site at www.paxchristiusa.org/lifedoesnotendatbirth2008.pdf. To run this ad in your lo-
cal newspaper, please contact us at info@paxchristiusa.org. Please include “Life Does Not End At Birth” in 
your “subject” line. 

To support the work of Pax Christi USA in raising the voice of Christian nonviolence and promoting peace, jus-
tice and sustainability on our world today, please fill out the form below and return with your check or credit 
card information:

Name: ___________________________________ Email: _______________________________________________
Address: __________________________________ City: ___________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
Credit Card # (Visa or MC): _________________________________________ Expiration Date: _____________
Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to: Pax Christi USA, 532 W. 8th Street, Erie, PA 16502
You can also contribute through our secure website at www.paxchristiusa.org


